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RAE DURGERIAN 

My inspiration came from exploring the local landscape of  my hometown Brighton, during the 2020 Lockdown. 
Walks around the local area alerted me to the wealth of  natural materials available to me, chalk underfoot, rem-
nants of  wool left behind on trees by the urban grazing sheep, the seaweed washed up on the beach. This prompt-
ed a process based exploration focussing on the natural resources of  the Biosphere of  the Southdowns National 
Park. Creating a materials library of  natural, renewable, and biodegradable products. The process involved prima-
ry investigation into traditional processes & natural material exploration. I worked within strict parameters of  zero 
miles, and compostable produce, and began to explore the fantastic and under-used resource that is raw wool. The 
outcomes were crafted by hand, using local materials and traditional techniques - hand sewing, wet and dry felting, 
grinding my own pigments. The zero miles creations were designed, foraged, made, photographed and worn in the 
landscape of  the Brighton biosphere. 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
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Primary investigation of processes 
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Text vs Image. Language of  our materials, Waste vs Curation of  Wool. 
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TO DAPPLE TO STRETCH TO KNOT TO INLAY TO CREASE

TO EXPAND TO ROLL TO TWIST TO CRUMPLE TO TEAR

TO MARK TO BEND TO REPAIR TO BUNDLE TO SMEAR

TO LINE TO BIND TO HOOK TO BOND

21.4 x 30.0 21.7 x 30.0 7.2 x 13.6 21.0 x 29.1 21.5 x 27.2

23.4 x 30.2 4.3 x 21.6 7.1 x 29.1 20.3 x 27.1 16.2 x 24

21.4 x 29.7 11.0 x 11.2 21.5 x 29.7 6.5 x 13.4 21.3 x 30.3

21.5 x 30.0 5.6 x 9.9 21.6 x 29.9 6.0 x 22.1
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Beeswax

Pebbles

Foodwaste (Avocado) Grass

Seawater Soil

Blackberries

Flint

Bladderwrack Chalk ClayCharcoal

MudKelp

Southdown Fleece

Zero miles ‘ingredients’ used 
thoughout my project, exploring 
new materials and textures. 

Herdwick Fleece
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Chalk emulsion circle on Linen 12gg 
Dubier industrial knit sample. A4 

Chalk emulsion circle on hand felted 
Southdown Wool sample. A4

Chalk emulsion circle on Wool 
domestic knit machine sample. A4
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Above: 3D mound, locally sourced beeswax and foraged chalk (powdered), on navy waxed wool. 
Left: Waxed wool and hand painted chalk emulsion circle coated in ‘waste’ beeswax from a local hive.
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Richard Long
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Lines inspired by a modern farmer who walks the contours of  the land, shears the sheep & could wear a 
garment that reflects the environment. 

3D exploration of  silhouette 
using hand felted sheeps wool 
from a local flock. 

CLOSED LOOP CONTOUR LINES
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3D Development

FOR ANY BODY - AGELESS 
GENDERLESS LASTING 
AND ADAPTABLE.

One size fits many 



Rae Durgerian // rae.durgerian@gmail.com

Details
- Urban workwear inspired pieces, made to 
last, hardy and wears well. Worn with pride + 
handed down. 

SOUTHDOWN 
WOOL

ORGANIC BLACK 
LINEN

BRITISH NAVY 
WOOL

ORGANIC COTTON 
THREAD
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Black linen coated in locally sourced beeswax, and distressed by hand. Black linen coated in locally sourced beeswax, distressed by hand and 
tipped with hand ground chalk emulsion.
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