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A journey taken by my mother as a newly wed from Pakistan to Keighley,West Yorkshire.the Keighley steam 
train representing the history of textiles in Yorkshire also symbolises the journey of my mother moving 
from Pakistan to Yorkshire and working in a textiles mill.Ornate surface designs inspired from Mughal 
art and regional motifs from Sindh,Pakistan are layered onto the drawings.Since losing my mother 3 
years ago i aim to pay tribute to her.Happy nostalgic memories from my childhood specifically placing 

importance on festivities and the traditional outfits my mother dressed me in such as heavily embellished 
shalwar kameez.Over the past couple of years i have felt less in touch with my Pakistani heritage.Since my 

mother played a significant role in representing the culture,I aim to keep this representation alive 
through my practise and celebrate both my British and Pakistani heritage.
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British flower painting hand 
painted onto silk screens and 
emboridery work from
sindh,Pakistan created by my 
mother. 
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shirts from  the rail 
workwear.focusing on 
the surface design of 
collars using liberty 
prints and tradtional 
pakistani prints as 

embroidery.
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my mum dressed in  
traditional pakistani 
clothes underneath 
the trench coat 

Safia Ismail



Safia Ismail



my mum in one of her wedding dress.
combining 2 traditional dresses 
together including pakistani 
lace/trims.
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