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Fashion BA (Hons) “We’re living 1n an age of perfectionism, and perfeétion ié the 1deal that kills. Whether 1t’s social media or

pressure to be impossibly ‘perfect’ twenty-first century iterations of ourselves™- Will Storr, Selfie: How We
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IN PURSUIT OF PERFECTION

‘In Pursuit of Perfection’ investigates today’s endless chasing of unreachable
1deals. A societal model of perfection 1s reinforced on a daily basis, a by-product

of social media. In turn, even subconsciously, our status anxiety increases. (S
Rao, 2018)

Historically contextualising perfectionism in culture I have looked at the
Neoclassical movement (1790s-1820s) in which a revival of classical Greek and
Roman styles became prevalent in society and culture. Women’s fashion
emulated living statues, exposing a near nakedness and vulnerability. (‘The Age
of Undress: Art, Fashion, and The Classical Ideal in the 1790s’ by Ameha

Rauser).

“Neoclassicism can be loosely defined by it'’s focus on harmony, simplicity,
proportion and symmetry.”

Similarly, to this tailoring explores themes associating “simplicity, proportion
and symmetry” 1n relation to the body. I therefore have depicted anxieties
surrounding our obsession with perfection through disrupting and
deconstructing classic and tailored garments. The phrase ‘spiralling out of
control’ depicts a state of anxiety that I was able to visualise through a spiral cut
pattern cutting technique.

The collection depicts tailored and classical antiquity inspired garments,
disrupted by spiral cutting to show the anxieties surrounding unreachable
perfection 1deals.

I N P U R S U I T O F P E R F E C T I 0 N https://www.mayfairgallery.com/blog/neoclassical-style-guide-ar

t-architecture-18th-century/
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nspired by Neoclassical Art
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LOOK 1 DEVELOPMENT

Perfectionism in Relation to the Fashioned Body - The Tailored Suit 25
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Fig. 46 Illustration and block for a ‘tailored | f
jacket. Manuel de Coupe, Mme. Guesre-Lavigrie, M
1925. L’Archives de Lavigne. Courtesy of } i
ESMOD, Paris T
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Temple of Hera Argiva, Paestum.
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ANXIETY AROUND PERFECTIONISM
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SYMPTOMS OF AN ANXIETY ATTACK

« STOMACH CHURNING
« A FEELING OF SPIRALLING

FASHION RE
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Experimenting on the mannequin
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LOOK 2 DEVELOPMENT
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Final look - skirt suit
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from spiral cut
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Skirt Front Pattern - Including curved seam detail taken




LOOK 3 DEVELOPMENT
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GATHERED SAMPLE

Physical manifestations of anxiety

Anxiety on the body: Tight stomach
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Spiral cut dress toile experimentation
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LOOK 5 FURTHER DEVELOPMENT:

TRANSFORMING ONE GARMENT INTO ANOTHER _ _ _ _
Experimenting with drape on the body: Jacket-skirt/Jacket-top
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“Technically speaking, there was only one garment in Rei Kawakubo’s colle¢tion ty figsAnd ) (4ten)
W

in fact, with their bunchy forms, exposed ridges of raw scams, and absence o aist a:nds ‘they
weren’t even really skirts as we know them.”- Sarah Mower, Vogue Runway, 2003

| I

Repnd - frnt dengtS

Comme Des Garcons
Fall 2004 Ready-to-wear

Draping with the spiral cut jacket

Quote from:
- https://www.vogue.com/tfashion-shows/spring-2004-ready-to-wear/

comme-des-garcons
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Look 5 draping experimentation
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Panelling detail

Gathered side panel fabric
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MEGAN SIMKINS

PHONE: 07565797338

EMAIL: megansimkins123@gmail.com

INSTAGRAM: (@megansimkins studio
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