Awaiting the start of the 1957 French Grand Prix, a packed field is headed by the Alfa Romeo 159s of Juan Manuel Fangio and
Giuseppe Farina, along with the Ferrari 375 of Alberto Ascari.

and shops onto another minor road, the CD26, for a 2km (1.24
mile) gentle uphill run to La Garenne corner. Here, the track
joined Route Nationale 31, a much more significant road which
served Reims rather than outlying villages. The RN31 formed
the main straight, sloping gently downhill to the right-handed
Thillois Hairpin which led the circuit back onto the CD27, the

Grand Prix. The circuit had truly arrived on the international
scene, where it remained until closure decades later. The ‘Flying
Mantuan’ Tazio Nuvolari won that first Grand Prix, driving the
superb Vittorio Jano-designed Alfa Romeo P3. The race ran for
a gruelling 461 miles (742km) at an average speed of 148.5kph
(92.27mph); for a road course mainly consisting of long straights
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cxp()sinm)ul by drawing attention to the contrast between
softne

the ss of their bare flesh and the toughness of the leather

that partially conceals it. The interplay betweer w;mr@ ﬂ(‘sh;

adds to their allure. coMmB VTN,

This same contrast works when women wear full leather, espe-
cially if there is some suggestion of the flesh beneath. /\ eather

for instance, highlights Ih()f'lhc female body. A zipp€

open to reveal cleavage invites speculation about what else is
hidden, an insight cannily exploited by the posters advertising the
film Girl on a Motorcycle (1968), starring Marianne Faithfull. The

X-rated version was called Naked Under Leather in America,

1 PPer
€ e TuRe:

v Hollywood apparently quite willing to capitalize on the contrast.
mw:)i e Pep Nt W/ The poster recreates an early scene in the film that captures her
W APOED -

W ADMNG? pleasure in exploiting the contrast between [hand her

the camera focuses on Faithfull from above as she slips her naked

body into the suit, then moves in from the front, lingerine on her
VT
A

hand as she pulls the zipper up over her cleavage.
Thcm has also cashed in on@_‘
transforming the material of masculinity into
feminine display. According to fashion historian
couturier W_WHS the first designer t |/
stylish in the 1960s, but the 1990s may have marke
the trend wh(’n magazine published a spreac
Chi¢) featuring a gaggle of supermodels wearing
clunky motorcycle boots, leather jackets and Brandc
[n the photo they stand closely together, blocking
cles posed behind them, their wheels visible onl
the frame. The motorcycles are completely besi”
is the sale of leather clothing designed by C!
Klein and others. No wonder that, ’
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_Women motorcyclists complicate this simple equation between
)(léatheF and(hard-edged masculi@Thc Van Buren sisters were
~_arfested several times during their cross-country ride in 1916, for
wearing men'’s clothing. Other women who fear being considered
:-"'mann@oﬁen th@@o['lhc leather by selecting more
‘feminine’ col@ such as red or pink, or adding decorative

touches such as@nes or Fr@fhe_jack_ét then highlights the
contrast between the masculine hardness of the(eather fabricyand

their feminine softness.,

Other women take advantage of this same contrast by wearing
far less leather. Think Bike Week in Daytona Beach, Florida, with

its parade of bikini-clad women wearing only leather chaps for

coverage, or the ubiquitous ‘booth babes’ or ‘umbrella girls’ at

MotoGP and Superbike events, sporting naveWnd

tight leather shorts) They expose their sexuality not simply by
LEKTHe = SE¥Y?
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and shops onto another minor road, th
mile) gentle uphill run to La Garenne
joined Route Nationale 31, a much more
served Reims rather than outlying villages. =
the main straight, sloping gently downhill to t a gruelling 461 miles (742 age speed of 148.5kph
Thillois Hairpin which led the circuit back onto the CD27, the (92.27mph); for a road course mainly consisting of long straights
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